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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

May 18, 2021 
District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
1. Call to Order: District Board President Morningstar called the zoom meeting to order at 1:03 P.M. 

   Roll Call 
Trustees Present:          Ann Morningstar, President 

    Philip Cramer, Vice President 
    Benjamin Hanna, Secretary 
    Dave Maron, Trustee 
    Wade Bellinger, Trustee  

 
           Trustees Absent: None 
    

Others Present:  Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  
   Darcy Buckalew, Administrative Office Manager 
   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager 
   John Albright, Vector Ecologist 
    

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. President Morningstar led 
the pledge.  

 
3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Secretary Hanna and seconded by Trustee Maron 

to unanimously approve the agenda. 
 

4. Public Comment: President Morningstar stated that this is the time for any person wishing to address 
the Board to do so. President Morningstar asked if anyone had mailed or emailed any comments to 
the District per the instructions posted for the Zoom meeting due to State of California Executive 
Order N-33-20 stay at home. The Administrative Manager stated she did not receive any 
correspondence prior to this meeting.   
 

5. Consent Calendar –  
a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held April 20, 2021.  
b) March/April Payables in the amount of $210,829.40. A motion was made by Secretary 

Hanna and seconded by Vice President Cramer and it was agreed to approve the consent 
calendar and give the District Manager the authority to approve the board approved 
payables through the financial system due to State of California Executive Order N-33-20 
stay at home. 
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6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 

 
7. Correspondence/Informational: 

a) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Reports at 4/30/21-The District 
Manager stated as of this date income and expenses are right on target. We received property 
tax income and we are ahead of last year roughly 4-5% above.  Vehicle maintenance has 
increased mostly due to an ageing fleet. Overall, we should end the year right on target. 
 

b) CA Arbovirus Bulletin #2, Week of May 7, 2021- The District Manager stated that the 
Bulletin shows week of May 7, 2021.  The District Manager stated there were no WNv 
positives as of this report however we just received another report that came out after the 
board packet that there is one WNv positive bird from San Joaquin County and no WNv 
positive mosquito pools and still no WNv positive humans as of this report date.  

 
c) Shasta County Pooled Investments as of 3-31-2021- The District Manager stated this is the 

pooled investments statement with Shasta County. 
 

d) CERBT Account Update and Fund Balance as of 3-31-2021- The District Manager stated this 
shows our CERBT fund balance at $1,165,772 as of 3/31/2021. The goal of this trust has 
always been to allow this fund to grow for as long as possible as it supports retiree medical 
benefits in the future. 

 
e) VCJPA Member Contingency Fund 3-31-2021-The District Manager stated this is the fund 

balance as of 3-31-2021 for VCJPA $261,507. 
 
f) Outreach Update-The District Manager stated that the Administrative Analyst put this together 

for the board. Public education and outreach are key elements of our comprehensive Integrated 
Vector Management program, and we have been hard at work improving our efforts to connect 
with our constituents. Although we still have not received guidelines to allow for in-person 
community event participation, we still need to get the message to the people via other 
avenues. During April, we had public service announcements running of KRCR, KRVU and 
KCVU. We also have PSA’s that have geo-targeted zip codes within our District on Amazon 
TV, Apple TV Roku, etc. The Radio PSA’s are heard on Q97 and Bob 107.1. The bus shelters 
PSA’s will be installed May 15th at 5 locations along with YouTube and Pandora PSA’s to be 
launched as needed though the season. Secretary Hanna asked if there was a way to measure 
the efficacy of the various PSA’s. The District Manager stated that Jenna tracks impressions, 
which are the count of eyes on the PSA during a broadcast. We also ask when the public calls 
in to the District for a service request where they heard about us and we can choose the option 
in our VeeMac system to track. Jenna added that the bus shelters will be hitting a different 
demographic and we are using this outreach avenue to inform people who use public 
transportation. The District Manager added that TV, radio, and utility inserts seem to be the 
best outreach thus far. Discussion followed.  
 

g) Strategic Plan Update- The District Manager stated this is a working document tool between 
board members and staff. This is the third Strategic Plan that the district has implemented 
since 2013. The Board of Trustees have found the Strategic Plan a valuable communication 
tool for the District and important for building a clarity of direction for the future of the 
district. The recent Strategic Plan was adopted in 2019 which covers 2020-2023.   The 
District Manager updates the working document for the board to review monthly. Updates are 
highlighted in the document for the board to review.  
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8. Manager’s Report – The District Manager stated during this report period time was spent working on 

advancing the CalOES generator project. Although initially it seemed this would be a quick and easy 
process, it is proving to be a little more complex. The good news is that CalOES extended the 
performance period to March of 2022, which provides us with more time to navigate the issues. We 
continue to work with several local construction companies, engineering firms and PG&E to gather 
the information necessary to finalize the project. Additionally, AMCA held its Washington Days. 
For the 4-day period, we met to discuss issues that are impacting the mosquito control industry and 
then broke off the discuss those issues with our legislators. The focus for advocacy was on providing 
funds to the previously authorized SMASH act (Strengthening Mosquito Abatement Safety and 
Health). We also kicked off our invasive Aedes control this report period, placing the new In2Care 
traps at locations where they were previously set. These traps will impact the adult mosquito and 
well as transfer the larval control product to other cryptic sources, providing an autocidal, passive, 
control in the known invasive Aedes areas. Finally, work was done to complete the 2021-2022 fiscal 
year budget and accompanying budget workshop. The District Manager stated he also met with 
Federal Legislators for AMCA Washington Days. He has also started presenting the 2020 Annual 
report to City of Anderson and Shasta County Board of Supervisors. City of Redding and City of 
Shasta Lake will take place in June. CalOES has also extended the deadline until March 2022 which 
will give us more time to get bids. The work has turned out to be more complex than anticipated. 
Secretary Hanna stated he also attended the BOS meeting, and he enjoyed the presentation of the 
2020 Annual report.   
 

9. Department Reports: 
a) Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report – The Assistant Manager stated 

during this report period, the Operations Department focused on control of tree hole mosquitoes 
and some other early-season mosquitoes breeding in vernal pools and catch basins. We began 
adulticiding and continued herbiciding for re-growth in the areas where inspections and 
treatment of sources were affected. Three seasonal vector assistants joined the operations. Staff 
maintained efforts to minimize exposure to Covid-19 by following the District, local 
government, state, and CDC guidelines even though the Covid-19 situations were becoming 
less severe. The District received 225 service requests from 11 communities: 57.3% were from 
Redding, 17.3% from Anderson, 8.0% from Palo Cedro, and a total of 17.3% from the rest 8 
communities. The types of SR’s, 57.6% were for adult mosquito issues, 36.4% for mosquito 
issues and mosquito fish, 3.0% for neglected swimming pools, and 3.0% for neglected pools 
and mosquito issues. We conducted a total of 2,653 inspections, of which Redding had 55.9%, 
followed by Anderson (22.7%) and then Cottonwood (14.8%), and the rest of 4 communities 
had a total of 6.6%. We conducted a total of 1,110 treatments in 7 communities, of which 
Redding had 56.8%, followed by Anderson (22.7%), then Cottonwood (11.4%), and the rest 4 
communities had a total of 9.1%. For the target treated, 93.7% were larviciding to eliminate 
mosquito larvae, 3.3% for adulticiding to kill adult mosquitoes, and 3.0% for herbiciding to 
gain access to inspecting and treating mosquito sources. 

 
b) John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report –The Vector Ecologist stated the 

trend in mosquito populations for this report period is similar to the previous month.  New 
Jersey-style light traps show lower than normal mosquito populations. This is probably due to 
persistent drought conditions which have led to fewer and smaller natural standing water 
locations and less of the mosquitoes that would be found in those areas. On the other hand, the 
fifty plus weekly CO2-baited encephalitis virus surveillance traps are showing populations 
generally above 2020 and seasonal average levels.  This is primarily due to high populations of 
the western treehole mosquito, Aedes sierrensis which hatches from water that collected in oak 
treeholes last winter, when rain was more abundant. Notably, the light traps do not detect these 
mosquitoes well because the traps only function at night when Aedes sierrensis are not active. 
Aedes sierrensis mosquitoes are a significant pest species because of their aggressive feeding 
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behavior on humans.  Also, these mosquitoes are known to be an important vector of canine 
heartworm in this area. Populations of Aedes sierrensis will likely drop dramatically over the 
next month as their treehole sources dry up.  Conversely other species will increase in 
population as sources such as the ACID canal and other agricultural sources, as well as 
residential runoff from landscape over-watering increase during the heat of summer.  These 
mosquitoes include Culex spp. mosquitoes, which have the potential to spread West Nile virus 
(WNV) and Saint Louis encephalitis (SLE) in this area later in the summer. As of the writing of 
this report there have been no detections of West Nile virus (WNV) or any other mosquito-
borne diseases in the entire state of California so far in 2021. On April 15, the District got its 
sentinel chickens for the 2020 mosquito-borne disease surveillance season.  The birds were 
distributed to their four flock locations the following day.  Blood samples were taken from the 
flocks on April 30 and submitted to the California Department of Public Health lab in 
Richmond to be tested for antibodies to mosquito-borne diseases. All samples were negative. 
During this report period four samples of from 14 to 22 Culex pipiens and Culex tarsalis 
mosquitoes each were collected to be tested for the presence of mosquito-borne viruses, 
bringing the total number of samples collected so far within the District to 11 for 2021.  No 
mosquitoes from the District have tested positive for any diseases so far in 2021. No dead birds 
suitable to be tested for WNV have been reported within the District so far in 2021. 
 

10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive – no report     
b) Financial – no report   
c) Personnel Committee- no report  

 
11. Old Business:    

 
12. New Business: 

a) Discussion of the Proposed Preliminary Budget (FY 2021-2022): Presentation. The District 
Manager stated the budget process began in January. The Finance Committee members are 
Secretary Benjamin Hanna-Committee Chair, Peter Bonkrude, Darcy Buckalew. Staff then met 
and built departmental budget needs; with the first draft being presented to the Finance 
Committee in March with a revision in April. During this process, our budget goals are to 
maintain existing service levels to the entire District, maintain a balanced budget, increase 
assessments only if required, and use conservative forecasts for revenues. After the Committee 
and staff met, we now present the proposed draft budget for Board Discussion; some items that 
were discussed were to increase in Benefit assessment Area 2- $28.25 which is a 1.45% 
increase, and a 3.57% increase in Benefit assessment Area 1- $21.00. Overall, we are 
anticipating a 2% increase in Salaries and Benefits, largely due to contracted increases and 
increases in pension costs. We are expecting an increase in Revenue of 4% due to the housing 
industry picking up speed and general increase in both benefit assessments. The largest increase 
will be in Operating costs of 6% due to an increase in pesticide purchases (invasive aedes) and 
vehicle maintenance (aging fleet). The District Manager reviewed a multi-year budget 
comparison, pension cost overview as well as a budget-to-budget comparison. The District 
Manager stated we should continue planning for the pension cost increases for future budgets 
by; allocating money internally to handle pension expenses, explore options by either leverage 
the Finance Committee or create an ad hoc Pension Committee. Pension action needs to be 
prioritized this fiscal year. Discussion followed.  
 

b) Discussion and/or Approval to authorize the Report on Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control 
District’s Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment Preliminary Engineer’s Report, June 
2021 (Service Area 1)-The District Manager stated in 2005, the District developed a proposal for 
funding mosquito, vector and disease control services within the District’s current service areas.  
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This proposed benefit assessment, the “Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment", was 
approved by property owners in an assessment ballot proceeding conducted June and July 2005.  
On August 3, 2005, the Board levied the first assessment after certifying that 63.7% of the 
weighted ballots returned were in support of the proposed assessments.  The assessments can be 
levied annually and can be increased by the change in the San Francisco Area Consumer Price 
Index (CPI), not to exceed 3% per year.  The change in the CPI as of December 2020 was 2.00%. 
Including unused CPI from previous years, the total allowable increase for 2021-22 is 14.01%, 
and the maximum authorized assessment rate for fiscal year 2021-22 is $24.09 per single family 
equivalent benefit unit. SCI Consulting Group has prepared an updated Engineer’s Report for 
fiscal year 2021-22, which includes the proposed budget estimate of $2,820,300 determining the 
need for the assessments for fiscal year 2021-22. If the Board approves this budget and the 
assessment rates in the Engineer’s Report, the assessments for 2021-22 will be levied at the rate 
of $21.00 per single family equivalent benefit unit which is below the maximum authorized rate. 
The scope of SCI Consulting Group’s services also includes all tasks necessary to prepare the 
assessment and special tax levies, to submit the assessments to the County to place on tax bills 
and to administer them throughout the fiscal year. This includes calculation of assessments, 
preparation of the Engineer’s Report and Assessment Roll, submission of the assessments and 
taxes, confirmation of levies to be included on tax bills, direct response to property owner 
inquiries on their toll free 800 phone line and administration of the assessments and tax levies 
throughout the fiscal year. It is recommended that the board approve the Resolution.  If the 
resolution is approved, the Board will hold a public hearing on June 15, 2021, at the hour of 1:00 
p.m. in the meeting chamber of the District headquarters located at 19200 Latona Road, 
Anderson, CA 96007, to consider the ordering of the services and projects, and the levy of the 
assessments for fiscal year 2021-22.  A notice of the hearing shall be given by publishing a copy 
of this resolution once, at least ten (10) days prior to the date of the hearing above specified, in 
the Redding Record Searchlight of Shasta County, which is a newspaper circulated in the Shasta 
Mosquito and Vector Control District. It is the District Manager’s recommendation that the Board 
adopt Resolution No. 2021-02 preliminarily approving the engineer's report and providing for 
notice of hearing for the mosquito vector and disease control assessment. The proposed budget 
for the assessments for fiscal year 2021-22 is $2,820,300.  If the Board approves this budget and 
the assessment rates in the Engineer’s Report, the assessments for 2021-22 will be levied at the 
rate of $21.00 per single family equivalent benefit unit which is below the maximum authorized 
rate. A motion was made by Vice President Cramer and seconded by Trustee Maron and it 
was agreed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 2021-02 of intention to levy assessments 
for fiscal year 2021-22, Preliminarily approving the engineer's report, and providing for 
notice of hearing for the Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment No.1 Service 
Area.  
 

c) Consideration of Approval of Resolution No. 2021-02 of intention to levy assessments for fiscal 
year 2021-22, Preliminarily approving the engineer's report, and providing for notice of hearing 
for the Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment No.1 Service Area A motion was 
made by Vice President Cramer and seconded by Trustee Maron and it was agreed 
unanimously to approve Resolution No. 2021-02 of intention to levy assessments for fiscal 
year 2021-22, Preliminarily approving the engineer's report, and providing for notice of 
hearing for the Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment No.1 Service Area.  

 
 

 
d) Discussion and/or Approval to authorize the Report on Shasta Mosquito and Vector 

Control District’s Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment Preliminary 
Engineer’s Report, June 2021 (Service Area 2). The District Manager stated on November 
21, 2006, the District authorized LAFCo Annexation proceedings based on favorable results of a 
survey conducted in areas of Shasta County that were receiving only emergency mosquito 
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abatement services.  On April 5, 2007, the Shasta County LAFCo Board approved the annexation 
of unserved areas to the east, north and west of the existing service area, and along the Interstate 5 
corridor, contingent on the District securing funding for the services in the expanded service area. 
Property owners within the proposed service area were balloted to determine the support for the 
annexation into the Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District. Ballot tabulation was completed 
on July 17, 2007, by the City Clerk. The Board levied the first assessment after certifying that 
55.01% of the weighted ballots returned were in support if the proposed assessments. The 
assessments can be continued annually and can be increased by the change in the San Francisco 
Area Consumer Price Index (CPI), not to exceed 3% per year. The change in the CPI from 
December 2019 to December 2020 was 2.00% and there was 1.57% unused CPI from cumulative 
years past. The maximum authorized assessment rate available for fiscal year 2021-22 could be 
up to $28.25 per single family equivalent benefit unit. The estimate of cost and budget in this 
Engineer’s Report proposes assessments for fiscal year 2021-22 at the maximum rate of $28.25, 
which applies 2.00% CPI from this year and 0.98% banked CPI. There remains 0.59% “banked” 
CPI which can be used in future years. SCI Consulting Group has prepared an Engineer’s Report 
for fiscal year 2021-22, which includes the estimated proposed budget for the assessments for 
fiscal year 2021-22 of $241,740 determining the need for the assessments for fiscal year 2021-22. 
If the Board approves this budget and the assessment rates in the Engineer’s Report, the 
assessment for 2021-22 will be levied at the rate of $28.25 per single family equivalent benefit 
unit. The scope of SCI Consulting Group’s services also includes all tasks necessary to prepare 
the assessment and special tax levies, to place the assessments on tax bills and to administer them 
throughout the fiscal year.  This includes calculation of assessments, preparation of the 
Engineer’s Report and Assessment Roll, submission of the assessments and taxes, confirmation 
of levies to be included on tax bills, direct response to property owner inquiries on their toll free 
800 phone line and administration of the assessments and tax levies throughout the fiscal year. It 
is recommended that the board approve the Resolution.  If the Resolution is approved, the Board 
will hold a public hearing on June 15, 2021, at the hour of 1:00 p.m. via zoom from the District 
headquarters located at 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007, to consider the ordering of the 
services and projects, and the levy of the assessments for fiscal year 2021-22. A notice of the 
hearing shall be given by publishing a copy of this resolution once, at least ten (10) days prior to 
the date of the hearing above specified, in the Redding Record Searchlight of Shasta County 
which is a newspaper circulated in the Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District. It is the 
District Manager’s recommendation that the Board adopt Resolution No. 2020-03 preliminarily 
approving engineer's report, and providing for notice of hearing for the Mosquito, Vector and 
Disease Control Assessment No. 2. The proposed budget for the assessments for fiscal year 2021-
22 is $241,740. If the Board approves this budget and the assessment rates in the Engineer’s 
Report, the assessment for 2021-22 will be levied at the rate of $28.25 per single family 
equivalent benefit unit. A motion was made by Vice President Cramer and seconded by 
Trustee Bellinger and it was agreed unanimously to approve Resolution No. 2021-03 of 
intention to continue to levy assessments for fiscal year 2021-22, preliminarily approving 
engineer's report, and providing for notice of hearing for the Mosquito, Vector and Disease 
Control Assessment No. 2 Service Area 

 
 

e) Consider Approval of Resolution No. 2021-03 of intention to continue to levy assessments for 
fiscal year 2021-22, preliminarily approving engineer's report, and providing for notice of hearing 
for the Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment No. 2 Service Area. A motion was 
made by Vice President Cramer and seconded by Trustee Bellinger and it was agreed 
unanimously to approve Resolution No. 2021-03 of intention to continue to levy assessments 
for fiscal year 2021-22, preliminarily approving engineer's report, and providing for notice 
of hearing for the Mosquito, Vector and Disease Control Assessment No. 2 Service Area. 
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f) Discussion and/or approval authorizing the withdrawal and wire transfer of Shasta Mosquito and 
Vector Control District monies from the Shasta County Treasury in an amount of $400,000 to be 
deposited into the District’s Wells Fargo Banking account. The District Manager stated when the 
District created the new financial accounting system monies were transferred to the District’s 
Wells Fargo banking account to pay for payroll, accounts payable and other District warrants for 
payment. At least quarterly, the District will replenish the Wells Fargo account from the Shasta 
County Treasury. This will be the fourth transfer of the 2020-2021 fiscal year. A motion was 
made by Secretary Hanna and seconded by Vice President Cramer and it was agreed 
unanimously to approve the withdrawal and wire transfer of Shasta Mosquito and Vector 
Control District monies from the Shasta County Treasury in an amount of $400,000 to be 
deposited into the District’s Wells Fargo Banking account. 

 
13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The Board may not 

legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to direct staff to investigate a 
complaint or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) by a majority vote, the Board determines 
that an emergency situation exists, as defined by Government Code Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-
thirds vote, the board determines that the need for action arose subsequent to the agenda being 
posted as required by Government Code Section 54954.2(a). Vice President Cramer asked if we 
received our A-1 Sprayer. The District Manager confirmed receipt and added that we are testing and 
using it this week.  
 

14.  ADJOURNMENT – 
Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  

• June 15, 2021 SMVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting 
• June 27-July3rd National Mosquito Awareness Week  
• July 20, 2021 SMVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting 

 
Upcoming Training: 

• Available anytime: web-based, required (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance Training – 
AB1234 - Paste the following link into browser:  http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once 
you have completed this course, be sure to print out your certificate of completion and 
bring a copy to the office for our files. 

 
The Board meeting was adjourned at 2:58 p.m. 
MINUTES APPROVED:  
 
 __________________________     __________________________ 
 
 
 
__________________________      __________________________  
 
 
 
__________________________ 

http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477

