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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

March 16, 2021 
District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
1. Call to Order: District Board President Morningstar called the zoom meeting to order at 1:02 P.M. 

   Roll Call 
Trustees Present:          Ann Morningstar, President 

    Philip Cramer, Vice President 
    Benjamin Hanna, Secretary 

 
           Trustees Absent: None 
    

Others Present:  Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  
   Darcy Buckalew, Administrative Office Manager 
   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager 
   John Albright, Vector Ecologist 
    

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. President Morningstar led 
the pledge.  

 
3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Secretary Hanna and seconded by Vice President 

Cramer to unanimously approve the agenda. 
 

4. Public Comment: President Morningstar stated that this is the time for any person wishing to address 
the Board to do so. President Morningstar asked if anyone had mailed or emailed any comments to 
the District per the instructions posted for the Zoom meeting due to State of California Executive 
Order N-33-20 stay at home. The Administrative Manager stated she did not receive any 
correspondence prior to this meeting. The District Manager stated that Dave Maron our new 
appointee for Shasta County is attending the meeting. Mr. Maron will officially be on the board for 
the April meeting. Mr. Maron introduced himself and stated he retired from Shasta County Public 
Health a few years ago. Mr. Maron stated he has worked in Public Health for 30 years. Our past 
board member Dale Dondero was his boss when he was working for Cal Berkley. The board 
members welcomed Mr. Maron to the board.   
 

5. Consent Calendar –  
a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held February 16, 2021.  
b) February/March Payables in the amount of $231,717.75. A motion was made by Secretary 

Hanna and seconded by Vice President Cramer and it was agreed to approve the consent 
calendar and give the District Manager the authority to approve the board approved 
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payables through the financial system due to State of California Executive Order N-33-20 
stay at home. 
 

6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 
 

7. Correspondence/Informational: 
a) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Reports at 2/28/21-The District 

Manager stated since we have transitioned to Quickbooks online we are trying different 
reporting styles to see what the board members would prefer.  The District Manager stated as 
of this date income and expenses are right on target. The next property tax income will be 
received by the county in April and should be seen on our May 2021 financials.  
 

b) VCJPA Contingency Fund 12/31/2020 The District Manager stated this shows our fund 
balance of $264,742 as of 12/31/2020.  
 

c) VCJPA Workshop Update- The Administrative Manager stated the VCJPA workshop was 
held virtually this year. During the workshop Covid-19 is still the main topic. Legal updates, 
Cal/OSHA reporting as well as risk management and workers’ comp regulations with regard 
to Covid-19 were all main topics. The financial outlook seemed to be steady with some net 
growth in 2020. VCJPA conducted property appraisals for buildings valued under $5 million. 
The field work was conducted in September 2020, and draft reports were sent to members for 
review in November. With the newly completed property appraisals, the total insured values 
for all members as of February 2021 is $233,494,440. VCJPA is anticipating having this 
meeting in person next year.  

 
d) 2020 NPDES Annual Report- The District Manager stated he submitted the NPDES Annual 

Report to the Division of Water Quality State Water Resources Control Board. The District 
did not observe any adverse impacts from pesticide applications made and covered by the 
state issued permit.  

 
8. Manager’s Report – The District Manager stated during the last report period, most my time was 

spent working on the 2020 Annual Report, building the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year Draft budget, and 
attending several meetings and virtual conferences. On the MVCAC front, we continue to look for 
funding sources to support the CalSURV gateway platform which will be included in our legislative 
push for 2021 at both the state and federal levels. We also finalized the 2020 NPDES (National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System) Annual Report which highlights the required report noting 
applications made on or near waters of the US. We have begun discussions with the California State 
Water Resource Control Board as the NPDES permit for Vector Control is expiring in 2021. The 
pesticide bid information is rolling in and when we have a finalized list of awarded bidders, we will 
present them to the Board as an informational item. Finally, I will note that seasonal hiring has 
started, but is moving slowly. We are unsure of how many of the 6 vacancies will be filled before 
July, also if we are able to fill the 1 additional vacancy after July 1; but we will keep the position 
posting open and keep actively recruiting to fill these important seasonal positions. The District 
Manager stated that the district was awarded a grant from the Governor’s Office of Emergency 
Services. They have allocated $55,000 to enhance our Special District’s resiliency against power 
shutoff events.  The District Manager stated we will be getting bids for the enhancement. Vice 
President Cramer asked if we would be absorbing any maintenance costs for the equipment as it 
would probably be minimal. The District Manger agreed and added that this enhancement would be 
natural gas powered.   
 

9. Department Reports: 
a) Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report – The Assistant Manager stated 

during this report period, the Operations Department focused on the winter neglected 
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swimming pool project, attended the 2021 AMCA virtual annual meeting, continued with 
equipment calibration and tick surveillance, and preparation of the new vehicles.  Staff also 
continued to make efforts to minimize exposure to Covid-19 by following the District, local 
government, state, and CDC guidelines even though the Covid-19 situations were becoming 
less severe.  The staff has responded to 18 service requests from 4 communities: 50% were 
from Redding, 22.2% from Anderson, 16.7% from Cottonwood, and 11.1% from City of Shasta 
Lake. 50% of service requests were for adult mosquito issues, 44.4% were for mosquitofish and 
5.6% were for neglected swimming pools.  We conducted a total of 430 inspections, of which 
Redding had 80.6%, followed by Anderson (7.8%), and the rest 3 communities had a total of 
11.6%. For the habitat types of inspections, the most was the Winter Pools, followed by 
Natural, then Industrial, the Residential had the least. We conducted a total of 86 treatments in 
5 communities, of which Redding had 79.1.0%, followed by Anderson 7.0%, and the rest 3 
communities had a total of 13.9%. Treatments used were as follows, 98.8% were larviciding to 
kill mosquito larvae and 1.2% herbiciding to gain access to inspecting and treating mosquito 
sources.  All staff attended 2021 AMCA Annual Virtual Meeting for obtaining CEU’s for VCT 
certification.  All attended the Plenary Keynote with Peter Hotez, Memorial Lecture, Plenary 
Keynote with Bob Peterson; AMCA Annual Members Meeting; and enjoyed posters and 
exhibitions, and networking. Moreover, staff attended concurrent symposia of choice.    

 
b) John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report –The Vector Ecologist stated 

mosquito populations as measured by the District’s four off-season New Jersey-Style light traps 
and six or so weekly CO2-baited encephalitis virus surveillance (EVS) traps have been 
generally at or below 2020 levels and seasonal averages so far in 2021.  Though two types of 
Aedes spp. mosquitoes are often seen within the District beginning in around March none of 
these have been observed so far in 2021.  An optimistic view of this is that it could mean a 
slightly delayed and/or diminished level of early mosquito-breeding within the District due to 
low precipitation so far. The idea of a possible reprieve from early season mosquito activity is 
also supported by the general absence of males in the traps so far in 2020.  Many types of 
female mosquitoes mate in the fall and overwinter as adults occasionally emerging to feed 
during periods of warm weather, even during the winter.  Males do not overwinter and will 
generally not be observed until the first larvae of the new season develop and emerge as adults.  
Therefore, the absence of males in traps so far in 2021 indicates that mosquito development in 
standing water sources is currently minimal.  The very few males that have been observed so 
far have been Culiseta spp. males.  Breeding of these mosquitoes, which are very cold tolerant, 
is not a major concern to the District because they are not known to be vectors of disease in this 
area and do not generally pose a significant pest problem for humans either. The District 
discontinued tick surveillance at the end of February and will now turn its attention toward 
mosquito surveillance, including stepped-up surveillance for invasive Aedes spp.  During 
February, tick populations were above 2020 levels and below seasonal averages.  Ixodes 
pacificus ticks were the predominant species observed in February.  In previous years 
Dermacentor spp. ticks have not been a significant portion of the ticks collected until the month 
of March. From November through January, 312 samples of from 3 to 5 Ixodes pacificus ticks 
each were submitted to Placer County Mosquito and Vector Control District to be tested for the 
presence of Borrelia burgdorferi the bacteria that causes Lyme disease and Borrelia miyamotoi, 
which causes a relapsing fever disease in humans.  Test results from these samples were 
received in February.  None of the samples came back positive for Borrelia burgdorferi, but 11 
samples were positive for Borrelia miyamotoi.  This is 3.53% of the samples submitted and 
represents a minimum infection rate of 0.79% of the ticks submitted so far this tick season. An 
additional 92 samples (419 total ticks) of Ixodes pacificus for the month of February are being 
submitted for testing in March. The Vector Ecologist added that the lab had an off-season 
project researching Cache Valley virus in the area. The virus infects sheep and lambs causing 
pregnancy failure and abortions of offspring with congenital malformations. The disease is 
transmitted by mosquitoes. We had a backlog of samples that we have submitted and should 
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have results for the next board meeting. Vice President Cramer asked if we do find evidence of 
the virus in our area what will we do as a district. The Vector Ecologist stated we most likely 
will not change our program at all due to the limited amount of flock loss. The District Manager 
added if we saw a significant increase in the virus, we would identify areas and use community 
outreach due to the colder weather when these mosquitoes are active, we just don’t have any 
product that would be effective below 50 degrees.  
 

10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive – no report     
b) Financial – Secretary Hanna stated the Finance Committee met to review the preliminary 

2021-2022 Budget.  We reviewed proposed expenses and income and are planning on 
meeting in April. We are on schedule for the budget and should have the budget workshop 
ready for May’s meeting with approval set for June’s meeting.   

c) Personnel Committee- no report  
 

11. Old Business:    
 

12. New Business: 
a) Discussion and/or approval of the passage of a local resolution 2021-01 declaring April 18th – 

24th West Nile virus and Mosquito and Vector Control Awareness Week. The District Manager 
stated Mosquito Awareness week is a good opportunity to promote mosquito and vector 
control and the important public health service they provide. With the passage of this 
Resolution by the District and the State legislature, we will reach out to other local 
government bodies to pass similar resolution language. We intend to also send a press 
release to correspond with the selected week.  A motion was made by Vice President 
Cramer and seconded by Secretary Hanna and it was agreed unanimously to approve the 
passage of a local resolution 2021-01 declaring April 18th – 24th West Nile virus and 
Mosquito and Vector Control Awareness Week. 
 

b) Discussion and/or approval of the Draft 2020 SMVCD Annual Report- The District Manager 
stated this report represents an informal accounting of the District’s operations for the 
2020 calendar year. District staff has continued to evolve the District’s Annual Report. 
Our hope is that by constantly altering our format the report will continue to be 
interesting and fun to read for our stakeholders while still providing significant 
information. This report is sent to all Cities and the Board of Supervisors. Additionally, 
staff will be scheduling Board and Council appearances to present the Annual Report to 
the various entities. We are still in the process of completing the final product but 
wanted the Board’s input before the next Board meeting as we are hoping to go to the 
printers prior to the next meeting. The final report may be slightly different based on 
the final edits prior to delivery to the printer. Jenna and the team always exceed 
expectations with this report even during a pandemic. A motion was made by Secretary 
Hanna and Seconded by Vice President Cramer and it was agreed unanimously to 
approve the Draft 2020 SMVCD Annual Report. 
 

c) Discussion and or Approval to purchase an A1 Super Duty 55 Mist sprayer in an amount not to 
exceed $17,000 from account # 18006 Capital Asset-Spray Mister -The District Manager stated 
in 2020, invasive aedes mosquitoes first appeared in District traps, potentially changing the 
District’s control strategies permanently. As part of that response, we borrowed an A1 spray 
mister from a vendor (Valent BioScience) to begin making treatments to the areas where larval 
and adult invasive aedes were identified. Although the long-term efficacy and sustainability of 
this application method are yet to be quantified, several other Districts have made the A1 a part 
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of their response, seeing efficacious control. In 2021 with the purchase of this equipment we 
plan to continue our invasive aedes control work, test the equipment for Aedes sierrensis 
control, and experiment with more traditional culex/WNV control. The distributor of this 
equipment is a sole source provider in California, and therefore typically does not require a bid 
process. Due to surplus revenue from the sale of our backhoe, trailer, dump truck and PCs, we 
have unbudgeted revenue that can be used to purchase this equipment in our current fiscal year 
versus waiting for the next fiscal year. This purchase would establish a new Capital Asset- 
#18006 Capital Asset-Spray Mister, but would not be deducted from a current line item for the 
purchase, and would instead come from the Cash in Treasury in an amount not to exceed 
$17,000. Vice President Cramer asked if this was a large area larvaciding application. The 
District Manager stated it was as well as used for barrier treatments.  Discussion followed. A 
motion was made by Vice President Cramer and Seconded by Secretary Hanna and it was 
agreed unanimously to authorize the District Manager to purchase the A-1 Super Duty 55 
Mist Sprayer. 

 
13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The Board may not 

legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to direct staff to investigate a 
complaint or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) by a majority vote, the Board determines 
that an emergency situation exists, as defined by Government Code Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-
thirds vote, the board determines that the need for action arose subsequent to the agenda being 
posted as required by Government Code Section 54954.2(a). 
 

14.  ADJOURNMENT – 
Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  

• April 18-24, 2021 Mosquito Awareness Week 
• May 2-7, 2021 Public Service Recognition Week 
• May 18, 2021 SMVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting  
• May 31, 2021 Closed in observance of Memorial Day 

 
Upcoming Training: 

• Available anytime: web-based, required (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance Training – 
AB1234 - Paste the following link into browser:  http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once 
you have completed this course, be sure to print out your certificate of completion and 
bring a copy to the office for our files. 

 
The Board meeting was adjourned at 1:59 p.m. 
 
MINUTES APPROVED:  
 
 __________________________     __________________________ 
 
 
 
__________________________      __________________________  
 
 
 
__________________________ 

http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477

