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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

March 20, 2018 

District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 

1. Call to Order: District Board President Michael McNamara called the meeting to order at 1:02 

P.M. 

   Roll Call 

Trustees Present:  Larry Mower, Vice President 

   Ann Morningstar, Secretary    

   Vickie Marler, Trustee  

 

Trustees Absent: None  

 

Others Present:  Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  

   Darcy Buckalew, Administrative Office Manager 

   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager  

   John Albright, Vector Ecologist 

   Mike Alexander, Field Supervisor 

   Al Shabazian, Vector Control Technician    

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Morningstar 

led the pledge.  

 

3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Vice President Mower and seconded by Secretary 

Morningstar to unanimously approve the agenda. 

 

4. Public Comment: President McNamara stated that this is the time for any person wishing to address 

the Board to do so.  

 

5. Consent Calendar –  

a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held February 20, 2018.  

b) January/February Payables in the amount of $305,523.82. A motion was made by Secretary 

Morningstar and seconded by Vice President Mower and it was agreed to approve the 

consent calendar. 
  

6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 
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7. Correspondence/Informational: 

 

a) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Reports at 2/28/2018-The District 

Manager stated income and expenses are where they should be. We have added another report 

to show the year to date comparison to the previous year so the board can follow income and 

expense trends in comparison to a previous fiscal year.   

 

b) Shasta County Oversight Board- The District Manager stated we received a letter from the 

County regarding the replacement the three oversight board with a single consolidated 

oversight board which will consist of seven appointed members. Because we receive residual 

property tax revenue from the Redevelopment Property Tax Trust Fund (RPTTF) the district is 

eligible for board member appointment. The letter states we will be contacted by the Shasta 

County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) concerning the details of the member 

selection. The District Manager stated we are awaiting a call from LAFCO.  

  

c) NPDES Report- The District Manager stated that the District’s annual NPDES report was 

submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board for the year ending 2017.  The District 

did not observe any adverse impacts from pesticide applications made and covered by the state 

issued permit. The District Manager added if anyone has any questions please contact him.   

 

e) Strategic Plan Update- The District Manager stated this agenda item has been updated and 

sections highlighted for the staff and board members to view easily. Field Supervisor 

Alexander stated they completed an employee satisfaction survey. He added they received 

good feedback and morale at the district had improved. A workshop to discuss and brainstorm 

the items in the survey was held last week and he felt as if the discussion and possible 

solutions were well received. They applied the following criteria to address areas for 

improvement or to find solutions; Meaning, Autonomy, Growth, Impact and Communication 

(MAGIC). President McNamara asked if there was also feedback on areas that needed 

improvement.  

 

8. Manager’s Report – The District Manager stated during this report period, my time was split 

between the District and representing the District at various presentations and conferences. During 

the week of February 26, 4 staff members attended the American Mosquito Control Association’s 

annual conference in Kansas City, Missouri. The first day focused on disaster recovery and 

emergency preparedness. One of the presenters Dr. Tracey McNamara “rang the bell” regarding the 

huge gap in funding, communications and surveillance for most if not all diseases associated with 

animals. It seems that even after large outbreaks; West Nile virus, Zika virus, hanta virus, our 

network has not improved at preventing or detecting these diseases before they spill into human 

populations. Her hope is that funding will be pushed into strengthening the network between wildlife 

and local veterinarians, public health officials, vector control officials and increasing our ability to 

perform pathogen testing on wildlife and pets. The remainder of the conference I spent in Legislative 

and Regulatory, Operations, Integrated Tick Management, PR/Education and the Unmanned Aerial 

Operations Symposia. This conference is always a great place to see what is being done in the 

industry outside of California and bring back techniques and technologies that can benefit the 

District. In addition to attending AMCA, I also attended MVCAC Legislative Day in Sacramento, 

CA helping to spread the word on our sponsored legislation; Assemblyman Quirk is carrying a bill 

that will codify UC funding focused on mosquito control and research. Finally, I presented to the 

Shasta County Board of Supervisors and the California Land Surveyors Association. President 

McNamara asked about what the support was like at the legislative level. The District Manager 

stated if it had to do with money or research it’s a bit harder to sell. He stated he was able to speak to 
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legislatures from other areas around the state to help out the other districts get our word out. It was a 

great opportunity.  

 

9. Department Reports: 

 

a) Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report – The Assistant Manager stated 

during this report period, the Operations Department continued to focus on physical control, tick 

surveillance, vehicle and equipment maintenance, overwintering mosquito survey, and Cache 

Valley Virus surveillance. Mosquito Service Requests and Treatment had a total of three service 

requests, all from Redding. One was for a mosquito complaint and the other two for neglected 

swimming pools.  No applications were made on mosquito treatment and herbiciding except 

treating tree holes with polyacrylamide gel to eliminate/prevent treehole mosquito breeding. Staff 

training included a PowerPoint presentation entitled “GHS (Globally Harmonized Systems) 

Hazardous Communications”, reviewing new labeling and SDS (safety data sheet) of pesticides. 

Vector Control Technician Bastien and Bible are in the process of updating our SDS in new 

binders.   The District also held a continuing education (CE) session on March 7
th
.  We had 

attendees from the districts of Tehama County, Alturas, Lake County, and Pine Grove. 

 

b) John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report –The Vector Ecologist stated during this 

report period tick populations for the month of February are at similar levels to past seasons at this 

time of year.  Declines in tick populations observed between January and February are largely due 

to the reduction in the proportion of Ixodes pacificus ticks in the environment.  Although this 

change in tick proportions is somewhat normal for this time of year, it has probably been enhanced 

somewhat by the very dry weather that we have had in the early part of 2018.  Ixodes pacificus 

ticks, which are more common in higher, cooler and wetter areas of the District, are less tolerant of 

dry conditions than Dermacentor spp. ticks. The District submitted 128 samples of Ixodes 

pacificus ticks containing up to five ticks apiece (607 total ticks) for Borrelia burgdorferi, the 

causative agent for Lyme disease and Borrelia miyamotoi, which causes a sort of relapsing fever 

disease.  Each disease was found in only one sample apiece.  Both positive samples occurred along 

the I-5 corridor north of Lakehead.  The Borrelia burgdorferi sample was found at Dog Creek and 

the Borrelia miyamotoi sample was at Gilman Road. An additional 74 samples of ticks (350 total 

ticks) were submitted for testing on March 7 and results for these ticks are expected soon.  

Mosquito populations as measured by three New Jersey-style light traps and three to five CO2-

baited encephalitis virus surveillance (EVS) traps set on a weekly basis in February seem to be 

below seasonal averages.  It is important to note however that the District has not historically set 

many traps at this time of year, so there is little data available for comparison. Typically Aedes 

sierrensis, the western treehole mosquito begins to show up in dramatic fashion at right about this 

time of year (weeks 10 – 12), particularly in CO2-baited traps.  So far in 2018 no Aedes sierrensis 

have been caught in any traps of any kind within the District.  This mosquito, which is an 

important vector of canine heartworm, is also our most pestiferous mosquito.  In normal years it 

generates more calls for service from District residents than any other type of mosquito. We have 

begun ordering larger quantities of dry ice for EVS trapping.  The number of traps in the field will 

be increasing over the next month in response to the arrival of Aedes sierrensis and the beginning 

of other normal annual mosquito surveillance functions. The Vector Ecologist added he attended 

various surveillance talks at AMCA where they spoke of the intelligent traps. The Vector 

Ecologist stated that there are different traps that will identify and count the mosquitoes when they 

enter the trap. President McNamara asked if they are on the market now. The Vector Ecologist 

stated we have a few that we will be setting soon. The District Manager added we have 2 BG 

(Biogents) Counters; they can differentiate mosquitoes from other insects entering the trap, counts 

them, and then wirelessly transmits the results to a cloud server. We will also be able to see this 

data in a web application. 
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10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive –  

b) Financial – Trustee Marler stated this was the first Finance Committee Meeting and staff 

presented preliminary budgetary numbers for the 2018-9 Fiscal Year. The budget is a work 

in progress and the committee will meet again next month.  

c) Personnel Committee–  

d) Oversight Committee-  

 

11. Old Business:    

 

12. New Business: 

a) Discussion and/or approval of the passage of a local resolution 2018-01 declaring April 15
th
- 

21
nd 

West Nile virus and Mosquito and Vector Control Awareness Week.- The District 

Manager stated Mosquito Awareness week is a good opportunity to promote mosquito and 

vector control and the important public health service they provide. With the passage of this 

Resolution by the District and the State legislature, we will reach out to other local government 

bodies to pass similar resolution language. We intend to also send a press release to correspond 

with the selected week. Staff recommendation is to Approve Resolution 2018-01 Declaring 

April 15
th
-21

nd 
West Nile virus and Mosquito and Vector Control Awareness Week. A motion 

was made by Vice President Mower and Seconded by Trustee Marler and it was agreed 

unanimously to approve of the passage of a local resolution 2018-01 declaring April 15
th

- 

21
nd 

West Nile virus and Mosquito and Vector Control Awareness Week. 
 

b) Discussion and/or approval to nominate a SMVCD Board member or staff to run for Seat A on 

the CSDA Board of Directors. A fiscal impact will be felt, but until we account for all the 

required travel a firm amount is unknown.-The District Manager stated the CSDA Board of 

Directors is looking for nominations to seat A. Region 1, SMVCD’s region. The incumbent, 

Ralph Emerson, Garberville Sanitary District, is running for re-election. Any regular member in 

good standing is eligible to nominate one person for election. The Board of Directors for CSDA 

is responsible for all policy decision related to CSDA’s member services, legislative advocacy, 

education and resources. Serving on the Board requires one’s interest in the issues confronting 

special district statewide. Commitment and Expectations: Attend all Board meetings, held 

every other month at the CSDA office in Sacramento. Participate on at least one committee, 

meets 3-5 times a year at the CSDA office in Sacramento. CSDA reimburses Directors for their 

related expenses for Board and committee meetings as outlined in Board policy. Attend 

CSDA’s two annual events: Special District Legislative Days (held in the spring) and the 

CSDA Annual Conference (held in the fall), complete all four modules of CSDA’s Special 

District Leadership Academy within 2 years. (CSDA does not reimburse for the two 

conferences or the Academy classes) If the Board wishes to select a nomination it must do so 

before April 18, 2018. No motion was made.  

  

c) Discussion and/or Approval to authorize the District Manager to sign the work order agreement 

between the District and Heluna Health (PHFE) to facilitate the ELC grant funding in an 

amount not to exceed $7,500 for equipment related to invasive aedes surveillance and control. 

No Fiscal Impact. The District Manager stated the in late 2017, the District applied, and 

received supplemental ELC Grant funding for Zika/Invasive aedes response and preparedness. 

Our District applied for $13,000 in supplies and received an award for $7,500. This was the 

second round of funding the District received to help our District prepare for new and emerging 

diseases. This agreement will formalize the grant, and allow the District to get reimbursed for 

the agreed upon purchases. A motion was made by Trustee Marler and seconded by 

Secretary Morningstar and it was agreed unanimously to authorize the District Manager 

to sign the work order agreement between the District and Heluna Health (PHFE) to 
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facilitate the ELC grant funding in an amount not to exceed $7,500 for equipment related 

to invasive aedes surveillance and control. 
 

13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The Board may not 

legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to direct staff to investigate a 

complaint or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) by a majority vote, the Board determines 

that an emergency situation exists, as defined by Government Code Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-

thirds vote, the board determines that the need for action arose subsequent to the agenda being 

posted as required by Government Code Section 54954.2(a).  

 

 

14.  ADJOURNMENT – 

Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  

 April 17, 2018 SMVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting (SMVCD Boardroom) 

 April 20, 2018 Redding Rancheria Earth Day Fair, Win River Casino 

 April 21, 2018 Whole Earth and Watershed Festival, Redding City Hall 

 April 21, 2018 Anderson Family Fun Fest & Free Fishing Day, Anderson River Park 

 May 15, 2018 SMVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting (SMVCD Boardroom) 

 

Upcoming Training: 

 Available anytime: web-based, required (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance Training – 

AB1234 - Paste the following link into browser:  http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once 

you have completed this course, be sure to print out your certificate of completion and 

bring a copy to the office for our files. 

 

The Board meeting was adjourned at 1:49 p.m. 

 

MINUTES APPROVED:  ____________________ _______________________ 

 

___________________  ____________________  _______________________ 

http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477

