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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

September 16, 2014 1:30 P.M. 
District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
1. Call to Order: District Board President Mr. Tom Mancuso called the meeting to order at 

1:31 P.M.  
Roll Call 

Trustees Present: Tom Mancuso, President  
Stephen Morgan, Vice President  
Vickie Marler, Secretary  
Larry Mower, Trustee  
Dale Dondero, Trustee 
   

Trustees Absent: None 
 
Others Present: Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  
   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager 
   John Albright, Vector Ecologist 

Darcy Buckalew, Administrative Office Manager  
 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Vice President Morgan and seconded by 
Trustee Mower and it was agreed unanimously to approve the agenda. 

 
4. Public Comment: President Mancuso stated that this is the time for any person wishing to 

address the Board to do so.   
 

5. Consent Calendar –  
a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held August 19, 2014. 
b) September Payables #22422-#22538 in the amount of $157,606.19. 
A motion was made by Trustee Mower and seconded by Vice President Morgan it 
was agreed unanimously to approve the Consent Calendar item.   
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6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 

 
7. Correspondence/Informational: 

a) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Report at 8/31/2014- 
The District Manager stated that the financial report shows that the District is in 
line with its anticipated expenditures and revenue for this period because we have 
just begun our new fiscal year.  
 

b) California Arbovirus Surveillance Bulletin #36 - Week of September 5, 2014- The 
District Manager stated that the Bulletin shows as of September 5, 2014. This has 
been an active year statewide. Human cases of positive WNv have increased to 
181 up from 101 last year at this time. The District Manager stated this is the first 
time there has been a WNv human fatality in Tehama County. Burney Basin MAD 
has a seroconversion in a sentinel chicken; this is uncommon for that area. The 
WNv positive mosquito pools have increased while the numbers of mosquitoes 
have decreased.  President Mancuso asked why the chicken graph fluctuated so 
much. The Vector Ecologist stated the graph varies due to the testing times of the 
chickens. Southern California tests one week and Northern California tests the 
following week so the graph is not accurate due to the varying testing times for the 
state. 
  

c) MVCAC Fall Meeting Schedule – The District Manager stated that the MVCAC 
Fall meeting schedule has been drafted. The District Manager stated there is a 
Trustee training session beginning at 3pm followed by a Trustee Event on October 
22, 2014. Arrangements for travel should be discussed so the Trustees can be in 
Sacramento prior to 3 pm for the training. President Mancuso and Vice-President 
Morgan stated they will be in contact with the District Manager to arrange travel to 
the meeting.   

 
d) Strategic Planning Progress- The District Manager stated items in the report that 

had changed had been highlighted. The District Manager stated that we are on 
course with most items including the Capital Improvement Strategy.  The Capital 
Improvement AdHoc committee has met two times to discuss the possible 
improvements for the District.  President Mancuso asked if we were doing another 
employee satisfaction survey because it was highlighted. The District Manager 
stated he sent the same survey out as last year just to track the progression. We are 
going to meet after the season calms down to discuss what was and what wasn’t 
accomplished and the areas that need to be improved. Just wanted to do this as a 
check in with the employees. President Mancuso asked about updating our listing 
in phone book with AT&T. The District manager stated he has contacted them and 
after talking to and being transferred multiple times nothing was resolved. The 
District Manager stated he would make another attempt to contact them soon.      
    

 
8. Manager’s Report - The District Manager stated this season is proving to be just as 

confounding as we anticipated. Even though the area is in record drought, and the District is 
maintaining adult mosquito population levels at or below our 5 year average, we are seeing 
record level West Nile virus. As we previously reported, the proportion of mosquitoes 
infected is extremely high, not only state wide as acknowledged in the press release from the 
state, but also locally. The District Manager stated he added a graph to his report showing 
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how since 2010, the abundance of Culex pipiens and Culex tarsalis (the main vectors of West 
Nile virus) is decreasing, yet our West Nile virus incidence in mosquitoes is increasing. The 
District Manager stated next year will be interesting and a lot will be dictated on the type of 
winter and spring rains we receive. We need to know why numbers of mosquitoes are down 
but WNv positive mosquitoes are higher. We many need to focus our efforts on “hot spots” 
WNv positive areas not necessarily areas with high quantities of mosquitoes. The Vector 
Ecologist stated that it is hard to predict what will happen next year. WNv is still a very new 
and not very well studied disease in the United States. Diseases like Malaria we have been 
studying for over a century as well as the other common mosquito borne diseases we have 
more history than with WNv. Everything in nature effects if a disease spreads or not. The fact 
that we are seeing more WNv positives mosquitoes is because the season has been longer due 
to the drought. The drought has created more time to spread the disease throughout the 
mosquito populations in particular areas.  

9. Department Reports: 
 

a)  Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report –The Assistant Manager 
stated that during this report period, more West Nile virus positive samples of dead 
birds, mosquitoes, and sentinel chickens and a horse of WNv infection were reported. 
Staff made 2,180 inspections and 474 treatments throughout our district. Staff also 
conducted concentrated larval surveillance and treatment and adulticiding at the areas of 
where WNv positives were found.  The District conducted barrier treatment at Sierra 
Pacific-Anderson/Industrial for adult control. The difference from ULV fogging is that 
barrier treatment is using residual pesticides to treat vegetation surfaces to kill where 
mosquitoes are landing. 
 

b) John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report –The Vector Ecologist stated 
15 mosquito samples were found to be positive for WNV, bringing the total number of 
positive mosquito samples this year to 32, an all-time record.  Previously, the highest 
number of positive mosquito samples found within the District in a single year was 17 
submitted in 2012.  Blood samples from the District's five sentinel chicken flocks were 
taken on August 18 and 28 and submitted to CDPH to be tested for the presence of 
mosquito-borne disease antibodies.  Seven chickens from two flocks were found to have 
antibodies to West Nile virus.  The chickens were from the flock at the District office (4) 
and east Cottonwood (3).  This is still quite a bit lower than the record of 21 positive 
chickens in a single year set in 2013.  On August 14 a barrier treatment trial was run 
adjacent to the Sierra Pacific Mill in Anderson. The idea of a barrier treatment is to set 
up a barrier between a source where mosquitoes breed and another area where adult 
mosquitoes might migrate from the source and spread disease and annoyance to people 
and animals.  This is accomplished by coating vegetation between the two areas with a 
residual pesticide, which will kill or repel mosquitoes moving through that "barrier" 
zone. CO2-baited traps were set on either side of the barrier the night before, the night 
after and one week following the barrier treatment.  If the experiment worked a 
noticeable decrease in mosquito populations should have been observed on the side of 
the barrier away from the source after a few days, because of the inability of mosquitoes 
to survive migration through the barrier.  President Mancuso asked why we had to fog 
after the barrier treatment.  The Vector Ecologist stated mosquitoes trapped in 
conjunction with the experiment were also pooled (sampled) and submitted to UC Davis 
to be tested for mosquito borne diseases.  Unfortunately, some samples were positive for 
WNV and the number of mosquitoes trapped was so high that the experiment had to be 
abandoned in favor of doing conventional ultra-low volume (ULV) adult mosquito 
control product applications on both sides of the barrier to reduce the risk of WNV 
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transmission to the large number of people employed on both sides of the barrier 
treatment. President Mancuso asked how long the barrier treatment typically lasts. The 
District Manager stated it depends on the habitat and the exposure to UV because that is 
what breaks down the product but per the label, 10 days. The benefit of the treatment is 
that it is getting a slightly different behavior of the mosquitoes than our fogs. This 
treatment is going after typically mosquitoes that are flying while we are spraying. We 
are looking for an additive effect trying to reduce the mosquitoes. This particular area is 
one of the largest producers of mosquitoes in our area and we spend a lot of time and 
money trying to control the mosquito population. President Mancuso asked if it was 
because they had to keep the log decks so wet. The District Manager stated yes and that 
is why we are trying to looks for different ways, in addition to larviciding and 
adulticiding, to control/reduce the mosquitoes. Vice-President Morgan asked if the 
Shasta Lake mill was different. The District Manager stated the Shasta Lake mill was 
smaller and they are more consistent with their water usage than the Anderson mill. The 
Vector Ecologist added the Shasta Lake mill had better water runoff due to steeper 
terrain.     
   

10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive –  
b) Financial – September 16, 2014- Secretary Marler stated that the Finance 

Committee had met and the topic of discussion was financial administration 
separation from the county. The county Auditor-Controller and also the Assistant 
Auditor-Controller attended the meeting and they were very supportive with 
SMVCD separating from the county. The District Manager added that we want to 
be able to provide the board with up-to-date financial information and more 
transparency. This separation we believe will save the district time, money and 
ultimately provide for a more efficient and effective management system. 
President Mancuso stated the county was very supportive and was more than 
helpful and stated if things did not work out with the separation the District would 
be welcomed back to the county. President Mancuso stated the main concern the 
committee had was the oversight on the finances. The District Manager and the 
Administrative Office Manager both stated that setting internal control and 
financial policies will ensure oversight as well as checks and balances no matter 
who is on the board, who is the District Manager or who the Administrative 
Office Manager is. Written policies will assure the proper oversight is in place to 
be financially transparent. Secretary Marler stated the committee directed staff to 
move forward with writing draft internal control and financial administration 
policies and researching banking choices as well as what each bank can offer the 
district. The District Manager stated he would make the report available to other 
board members who are interested.   

c) Personnel –  
d) Oversight Committee Reports –President Mancuso stated there is a meeting 

scheduled Monday, September 22, 2014. 
e) Capital Improvements Ad Hoc Committee-Minutes of 8/29/14 –Vice President 

Morgan reviewed the list of projects the capital improvements discussed at the Ad 
Hoc Committee meeting on August 29 and September 15th .  Vice-President 
Morgan stated there are approximately 25-27 proposed projects to consider over 
the next 5 years. Some of the projects the committee thought it best to combine as 
to reduce costs and time needed for these projects. Some items on the list will not 
be proposed on the 5 year but rather the 10 year proposed budget due to priority 
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and the need of the projects. President Mancuso asked if these projects would be 
funded by capital improvement reserves. The District Manager stated most of it is 
funded from capital improvement reserves and it would be discussed by the 
finance committee as to where to pull the funding. The capital improvements ad 
hoc committee is putting together the needs and the finance committee would be 
reviewing and recommending the funding sources. Secretary Marler stated these 
are recommendations and if we have to spend more money on another line item a 
recommended project will not be able to be funded in a said fiscal year. The 
District Manager added that a long range plan is in place to plan ahead, however 
items do come up that need to be addressed and are not budgeted for in that 
particular fiscal year. President Mancuso asked if the board will see the plan. The 
District Manger stated the committee minutes and the spreadsheet will be 
included in the board packet next month and a draft 5 year budget plan will be 
submitted to the board in early 2015 then the finance committee will be able to 
discuss in the 2015-16 fiscal budget cycle.     
 

11. Old Business:  
 

12. New Business: 
 
13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The 

Board may not legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to 
direct staff to investigate a complaint or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) 
by a majority vote, the Board determines that an emergency situation exists, as 
defined by Government Code Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-thirds vote, the board 
determines that the need for action arose subsequent to the agenda being posted as 
required by Government Code Section 54954.2(a). Each presentation is limited to no 
more than 3 minutes. Trustee Mower stated effective September 16, 2014. A new 
California law to prevent car-versus-bike crashes goes into effect today, requiring 
motorists to keep a 3-foot buffer when passing cyclists. Trustee Mower suggested 
letting all the technicians know about this new law. Vice-President Morgan stated on 
January 1, 2015 CARB will be adding transportations fuels to the cap-and-trade 
program to reduce greenhouse gasses. This will result in higher gas prices possible 
increases anywhere from 13 to 20 cents per gallon more. Vice-President suggested 
that SMVCD also write a letter to CARB similar to the letter Shasta County Board of 
Supervisors wrote asking for CARB to reconsider this increase. Trustee Dondero 
added that this proposal slid through the back door and not many know about it and it 
has the potential to really shoot gas prices sky high.  
 

14. ADJOURNMENT – 
Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  

 September 28-Oct 2, 2014: SOVE Conference, Menger Hotel, San Antonio, TX 
 October 22-24, 2014: MVCAC Fall Meeting, Sheraton Grande, Sacramento, CA 
 December 4-5, 2014: MVCAC Planning Session, Sheraton, Ontario, CA 
 January 25-25, 2015: MVCAC Annual Conference, Hyatt Regency, Monterey,CA 
 March 29-April 2, 2015: AMCA 81st Annual Meeting, Hilton, New Orleans, LA 
 April 30-May 1st, 2015: MVCAC Spring Meeting, Doubletree Hotel, Modesto, CA 
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Upcoming Training: 
 Available anytime: web-based, required (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance 

Training – AB1234 - paste the following link into browser:  
http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once you have completed this course, be sure 
to print out your certificate of completion and bring a copy to the office for our 
files. 

 
The Board meeting was adjourned at 2:16 p.m. 
 
MINUTES APPROVED:  ____________________ _______________________ 
 
___________________  ____________________  _______________________ 


