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SHASTA MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 

November 17, 2015 1:00 P.M. 
District Office, 19200 Latona Road, Anderson, CA 96007 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF  
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES  

 
1. Call to Order: District Board President Mr. Stephen Morgan called the meeting to order at 1:02 

P.M. 
   Roll Call 

Trustees Present: Stephen Morgan, President  
   Vickie Marler, Vice President  

Larry Mower, Secretary 
Tom Mancuso, Trustee 
Dale Dondero, Trustee 
 

Trustees Absent: None 
 
Others Present: Peter Bonkrude, District Manager  
   Guangye Hu, Assistant Manager 
   John Albright, Vector Ecologist 

Darcy Buckalew, Administrative Office Manager  
Mike Alexander, Field Supervisor 
Mike McNamara, State Water Resource Control Board 
 

2. Pledge of Allegiance: The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Mower led 
the pledge of allegiance. 

 
3. Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Secretary Mower and seconded by Trustee 

Mancuso and it was agreed unanimously to approve the agenda.  
 

4. Public Comment: President Morgan stated that this is the time for any person wishing to address 
the Board to do so. President Morgan introduced Mike McNamara, Water Engineer, for the State 
Water Resource Control Board. Mr. McNamara stated he was interested in possibly sitting on 
our board and gaining more knowledge about our district he also added he was able to get a tour 
of the facility today. President Morgan thanked him for coming to the meeting.   
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5. Consent Calendar –  
a) Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting held October 20, 2015. A motion was made by 

Trustee Mancuso and seconded by Secretary Mower and it was agreed unanimously 
to approve the Minutes of the Consent Calendar items.   

b) November Payables in the amount of $168,786.82. President Morgan asked that this item 
be discussed as to better understand the new layout and new items that are appearing on the 
check detail report.  President Morgan noted the breakdown of US Bank account. The 
District Manager stated that the breakdown is due to the accounts being reflected in more 
detail on the check register. When the district utilized the county’s accounting system we 
were not able to get the detail of accounts as we are now. This is still a work in progress 
and staff will be working on report formats for the board to consider. A motion was made 
by Trustee Mancuso and seconded by Vice President Marler and it was agreed 
unanimously to approve the November Payables on the Consent Calendar items.   

 
6. Items Removed from the Consent Calendar – 

 
7. Correspondence/Informational: 

a) Shasta Mosquito and Vector Control District Financial Report at 10/31/2015- 
The District Manager stated that we are within the normal ranges for income and 
expenses for this time of the fiscal year. The District Manager added the County has not 
closed their books as of this date. After the close of their books we should have an 
accurate number to complete the financial standing of the district.  
 

b) California Arbovirus Surveillance Bulletin #44- Week of November 6, 2015 – The 
District Manager stated that the Bulletin shows as of November 6, 2015. This year to 
date, there have been 3,261 WNv positive pools in twenty-nine counties as well as 38 
mosquito pools tested positive for St. Louis encephalitis virus (SLEV) in Riverside 
County. Last year at this time there were 3,309 WNv positive pools in thirty counties.  As 
of November 6, there are now 512 human cases reported from 30 counties. There are 32 
WNv fatalities. Butte County has 53 of the WNv human cases. The District Manager 
stated we have two human cases in our District.  
 

c) Shasta County Pooled Investments at 9/30/15 – The District Manager stated this is an 
accounting of Shasta County Pooled Investments. 

 
d) VCJPA Member and Property Contingency Funds at 9/30/2015- The District Manager 

stated that this is the District’s VCJPA Member Contingency Fund at the quarter and 
fiscal year ending 9/30/15 showing a balance of $413,524. The Property Contingency 
Fund at the quarter and fiscal year ending 9/30/15 showing a balance of $30,170.  

 
e) CERBT Statement 9/30/15 – The District Manager stated this is the quarterly accounting 

to the District’s Other Post-Employment Benefits which is being held in the District’s 
California Employers’ Retirement Benefit Trust (CERBT). In the last quarter the total 
market value summary was $733,276.23. 
 

f) Buzz about Employees- Kelly Cleland, Field Supervisor- Mr. Cleland has worked for the 
district for 34 years. He is currently a Field Supervisor and in charge of zone 1 which is 
northwest Redding. Kelly has helped to shape many notable items at the district and has 
years of experience to pull from. The District Manager stated this informational agenda 
item is a good way for the board to be introduced to the staff.  
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g) Strategic Plan Update- The District Manager stated this agenda item does not have an 

update at this time but will be included on the future agendas with updates as they occur.  
 

8. Manager’s Report –The District Manager stated this report period was largely spent working on 
MVCAC issues, negotiations and building updates. MVCAC is focusing on a few items 
important for our District including; AB 896 implementation with CDFW, a technical advisory 
for planning, SB 272 for public transparency, NPDES revisions and then information regarding 
the continued spread of invasive Aedes. Staying involved at a state and national level, keeps our 
District abreast of current issues that could impact our District locally. We met with UPEC for a 
second time and have completed compiling the salary study for the process. Lastly, we have been 
discussing with Hayashida steps to move forward and will be bringing options to the Ad Hoc 
Build Committee in December and to the board shortly after. The District Manager added that 
Kevin Pearson, Mechanic/Maintenance Specialist, will be retiring as of November 30, 2015; we 
thank him for his years of service and all he has done around and for the District over his 20 
years of service.   
  

9. Department Reports: 
 

a)   Guangye Hu, Ph.D., Assistant Manager - Operations Report – The Assistant Manager stated 
that during this report period, staff continued to conduct inspections and treatment in October 
to take care of sporadic mosquito breeding sources. Starting in the first week of November, 
the priorities have been shifted to winterizing equipment, physical control, and tick collection, 
etc. During the passing mosquito season, the Operations Department tested four larvicide 
products to assess the field effectiveness.  The objective of this test was to assess if the 
products used by our District for killing mosquito larvae would offer the same length of 
control as claimed on the product labels.  A total of 14 sites were tested for all four products. 
Four of the sites were ponds, four were ditches, 2 seepages, and one each was a canal or pipe 
leak, water drain, and catch basin. Among the 14 sites, nine lasted through the test and five 
failed, either dried out or water leaked in before the test could be completed. The data 
collected lacked sufficient replicates, mainly due to the severe drought that caused many 
sources to last not as long as the testing required.  The preliminary test results under the field 
conditions showed that the average numbers of days for Natular G30, MetaLarv S-PT, and 
Natular XRT were 34, 34, and 120 days. Natular G30 offered longer control period than the 
label stated, but Natular XRT and MetaLarv S-PT offered less control time than the label 
stated.  Only one site was tested for Altosid XR, but it failed to run through the complete test 
cycle (dried out after 68 days of treatment). The test results can help us make better decisions 
on when staff need to go back to retreat the sources after the pesticide is applied. It can 
increase the effectiveness and efficiency of our larviciding program. The staff had a good start 
with the field testing of larvicides and will have a better sense about the project and will be 
able to test more sites and generate more presentable data. 
 

b)  John Albright, Vector Ecologist – Vector Ecology Report –The Vector Ecologist stated the 
mosquito populations as shown by our CO2-baited encephalitis virus surveillance traps were 
about normal for this time of year throughout the District.  Also, as shown by the graph of 
genus distributions within the District, Culex spp. mosquitoes, the type that vector West Nile 
virus (WNv) were largely supplanted by Culiseta spp. mosquito.  The latter mosquito type, 
which tends to predominate at cooler times of the year, is not a serious pest mosquito to 
humans and is not known to vector any human diseases in this area.  Weekly EVS trapping is 
over for 2015. Although New Jersey-style light traps (NJLTs) appear to show some rather 
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high mosquito populations, this is a little deceptive.  Traps at higher elevations that were no 
longer catching any mosquitoes were removed at the beginning of October.  Including those 
traps in the averages would have brought the population overall down for the District.  Also, 
as with the EVS traps, the proportion of mosquito types represented in these traps have shifted 
to cool-weather, non-disease, non-pest mosquito types through the month of October. NJLT 
trapping is over for 2015. Tick collections began during the first week of November.  At this 
time there is no tick data to report.  
  

10. Committee Reports 

a) Executive –  
b) Financial –  
c) Personnel –  
d) Oversight Committee-  
e) Ad Hoc Build Committee- 
f) Ad Hoc Negotiations Committee- President Morgan stated the committee met on 

November 12, 2015 and will discuss the information in the closed session. 
 

11. Old Business:  
   

12. New Business: 
a) Discussion and/or approval for the District Manager to attend the MVCAC Planning 

Session December 4-5, 2015 at the Hyatt, Sacramento at a cost not to exceed $440.00 from 
the following accounts #35949 Meals and #35950-Lodging.– The District Manager stated 
that the MVCAC will hold its annual planning session in Sacramento, December 4-5, 2015. 
The attendees of the MVCAC Planning Session will discuss tasks and goals for the 
upcoming year for the MVCAC as a whole and for the individual committees. The District 
Manager serves as the Sacramento Valley Regional Representative, on the IT Committee 
and on the Regulatory Affairs Committee. The District Manager stated he has a conflict 
with the two days but may be able to attend just on the 5th and save on the hotel room cost.   
A motion was made by Secretary Mower and Seconded by Trustee Dondero and it 
was agreed unanimously to approve the District Manager to attend the MVCAC 
Planning Session December 4-5, 2015 at the Hyatt, Sacramento at a cost not to exceed 
$440.00 from the following accounts #35949 Meals and #35950-Lodging. 
 

b) Discussion and/or Approval for up to (3) district representatives to attend the 82nd 
American Mosquito Control Association Annual Meeting February 7-11, 2016: (Savannah, 
Georgia) in an amount not to exceed $2,300 per person from the following account 
numbers 35950-Lodging, 35900-Transportation & Travel, 3949-Meals, 35943-Conference, 
and 35941-Travel Mileage. The District Manager stated that the AMCA Annual 
Conference in Savannah, Georgia is an educational and networking opportunity that 
consists of presentations and exhibits that highlight the latest in science, technology and 
products used to conduct research and control vectors. Additionally, this meeting provides 
ample opportunities to network with vector control professionals, researchers and educators 
from around the world. Finally, AMCA provides continuing education credits for 
certification for professionals involved in protecting public health through mosquito and 
vector control. The District Manager stated he is working on attaining possible grants to be 
able to send a young professional to this event. The paperwork has been submitted. Trustee 
Mancuso asked who or how many met the criteria for the grant. The District Manager said 
we have four staff members who fall within the qualifications to receive a grant. A motion 
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was made by Trustee Dondero and Seconded by Secretary Mower and it was agreed 
unanimously to approve up to (3) district representatives to attend the 82nd American 
Mosquito Control Association Annual Meeting February 7-11, 2016: (Savannah, 
Georgia) in an amount not to exceed $2,300 per person from the following account 
numbers 35950-Lodging, 35900-Transportation & Travel, 3949-Meals, 35943-
Conference, and 35941-Travel Mileage.  
 

c) Discussion and/or authorization for up to fourteen (14) District representatives attend the 
February 28-March 2, 2016: MVCAC Annual Conference and Exhibitor Showcase (Hyatt, 
Sacramento, CA) at a cost not to exceed $1,300.00 per attendee for up to four attendees and 
at a cost not to exceed $650.00 per attendee for up to ten attendees from accounts #35941 
Travel Mileage, #35943 Conferences, #35949 Meals and #35950 Lodging. The District 
Manager stated the annual conference will include presentations on current research and 
results, poster displays, legislative and regulatory information, as well as opportunities to 
exchange information with other professionals who engage in efforts that protect public 
health through mosquito and vector control. MVCAC will also host the exhibitor showcase, 
featuring sustaining members and other industry vendors. A diverse group of vendors will 
be onsite to discuss the needs of the districts. The District Manager added that this event 
only comes close to us every four years and we try to take advantage of having the majority 
of the staff attend and get involved with the conference. President Morgan asked if they are 
going to have workshops on aquaculture or bio-control. The District Manager stated they 
are but the cost for those are unknown at this time and he hopes to have possible costs on 
the workshops for the next board meeting. A motion was made by Trustee Mancuso and 
Seconded by Secretary Mower and it was agreed unanimously to approve for up to 
fourteen (14) District representatives attend the February 28-March 2, 2016: MVCAC 
Annual Conference and Exhibitor Showcase (Hyatt, Sacramento, CA) at a cost not to 
exceed $1,300.00 per attendee for up to four attendees and at a cost not to exceed 
$650.00 per attendee for up to ten attendees from accounts #35941 Travel Mileage, 
#35943 Conferences, #35949 Meals and #35950 Lodging. 
 

d) Discussion and/or Approval to authorize a safety recognition luncheon for fifteen District 
employees at a cost not to exceed $550.00 to be taken from account #32700-Food. The 
District Manager stated in the past many years, the District Board authorizes the Manager 
to take employees to a local restaurant for lunch and nonalcoholic drinks following a safety 
review meeting. The safety meeting is normally two to three hours and covers safety and 
many other topics and is facilitated by the Manager. This item is on the agenda to authorize 
the luncheon. The total cost per employee should be approximately $35.00 and we should 
have fifteen people attending. The cost is estimated to be around $550. A motion was 
made by Vice President Marler and seconded by Trustee Dondero and it was agreed 
unanimously to approve a safety recognition luncheon for fifteen District employees at 
a cost not to exceed $550.00 to be taken from account #32700-Food. 
 

e) Discussion and/or approval to authorize a safety recognition award for 12 District 
employees at a total cost not to exceed $1,000.00 ($83/per) to be taken from account 
#35700-Special Departmental Expense. The District Manager stated in the past several 
years the District Board has authorized the Manager to provide District staff with 
recognition for maintaining high safety standards. Maintaining these safety standards and 
training dramatically lowers the cost of District insurance and often facilitates large refunds 
from our self-insurer VCJPA. Safety is of utmost importance at the Shasta Mosquito and 
Vector Control District, and we pride ourselves on maintaining a great record for accidents, 
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injuries and insurance claims. Because the District stresses safety and training so 
rigorously, the SMVCD staff is able to save the District money in claims and lost time. 
Therefore, annually we like to recognize the staffs’ efforts at keeping the workplace safe 
with a recognition award. This award typically is equipment or attire that is used by the 
District employee at his/her job.  A motion was made by Secretary Mower and seconded 
by Trustee Dondero and it was agreed unanimously to approve a safety recognition 
award for 12 District employees at a total cost not to exceed $1,000.00 ($83/per) to be 
taken from account #35700-Special Departmental Expense.  
 

CLOSED SESSION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES - The Board convened to Closed Session at 
1:40 P.M. 

a) Conference with Labor Negotiator (§54957.6) –Preparation for 2015 Labor Negotiations: 
District Negotiators: Board President Morgan, Trustee Mancuso, District Manager, and 
Administrative Office Manager. Employee Organization: Mike Alexander, Kendra Angel-
Adkinson, Haley Bastien and Steve Allen, United Public Employees of California, Local 
792. 
 

THE BOARD WILL RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION – The Board reconvened to Open Session 
at 3:00 P.M. 
 

b) Closed Session Announcement(s). – President Morgan stated that the board gave direction 
to the negotiating ad hoc committee for the next negotiating meeting on November 18, 
2015. 

 
13. Trustee Comments, Requests for Future Agendas Items and/ or Staff Actions: The Board may not 

legally take action on any item presented at this time other than to direct staff to investigate a complaint 
or place an item on a future agenda unless (1) by a majority vote, the Board determines that an 
emergency situation exists, as defined by Government Code Section 54956.5, or (2) by a two-thirds vote, 
the board determines that the need for action arose subsequent to the agenda being posted as required by 
Government Code Section 54954.2(a). Each presentation is limited to no more than 3 minutes.  
 

14. ADJOURNMENT – 
Upcoming Events and SMVCD Office Schedule:  
 December 15, 2015: Shasta MVCD Regular Board of Trustees Meeting (SMVCD Boardroom) 
 December 24-25, 2015 SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of Christmas 
 January 1, 2016 SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of New Year’s Day 
 January 18, 2016 SMVCD Office Closed in Observance of Martin Luther King Day  
 February 7-11, 2016 82nd AMCA Annual Meeting, Savannah, Georgia 
 February 28-March 2, 2016 MVCAC Annual Conference, Hyatt, Sacramento, CA 

 
Upcoming Training: 

 Available anytime: web-based, required (every 2 years) Ethics Compliance Training – 
AB1234 - paste the following link into browser:  http://fppc.gov/index.php?id=477.  Once you 
have completed this course, be sure to print out your certificate of completion and bring a copy 
to the office for our files. 

 
The Board meeting was adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 
 
MINUTES APPROVED:  ____________________ _______________________ 
 
___________________  ____________________  _______________________ 


