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A single green pool can produce millions 

of potentially West Nile virus infected mos-

quitoes over the course of a summer!  



ñNeglectedò swimming pools are not 
properly maintained with skimming, 
filtration and chemicals.  These pool 
often collect debris and organic matter 
that leads to 
the growth of 
algae and bac-
teria.  Water in 
these ne-
glected pools 
typically turns 
green, brown 
or even black.  Water in properly 
maintained pools stays clear and 
clean and does not create the prob-
lems caused by neglected pools. 

Standing water is a source for mosquito 
production.  Mosquitoes can carry and 
transmit West Nile virus and other impor-
tant diseases.  Mosquitoes that carry 
West Nile virus commonly lay eggs in 
neglected pools.  The bacteria, algae 
and organic debris found in neglected 
swimming pools create a nutritious food 
source for the growth of aquatic mos-
quito larvae.   

Why The Publicity And 

Focus On òNeglectedó 

Swimming Pools? 

The increase in unoccupied and fore-
closed homes has resulted in more green 
pools.  These pools are difficult for mos-
quito control personnel to locate because 
they are in privately-owned backyards.  

 

The publicity will help mosquito and vec-
tor control agencies find the problem 
pools by promoting recognition of the 
problem and by encouraging reporting of 
the neglected pools.   

Call your local mosquito & vector control 
agency.  A service technician will make 
every attempt to contact the homeowner 
and ask to inspect the pool.  If mosquito 
larvae are found the pool will be treated 
free of charge.  The Shasta Mosquito & 
Vector Control District does not disclose 
the name of the reporting party to the pool 
owner.  You can also report neglected 
pools at the Districtôs website: www. 
shastamosquito.org.   

What Should I Do If I 

Identify  A  òNeglectedó 

Swimming Pool? 

What is A òNeglectedó 

Swimming Pool? 

Why Are òNeglectedó 

Swimming Pools         

   A Problem? 

What If I Am Responsible 

For A òNeglectedó 

Swimming Pool? 

¶ Properly maintain pool using chlo-
rine and a filter system.  Prevent 
the growth of algae by using the 
appropriate chemicals.   

¶ Make arrangements with your local 
Mosquito Control District to assess 
your pool and begin the necessary 
treatment. 

¶ Obtain mosquito-eating fish from 
you local Mosquito Control District. 

Why Is The Swimming 

Pool Still Green? 

Vector control technicians treat the pool 
with mosquito fish or a product to keep 
mosquito larva from developing.  This 
does not clean or change the color of the 
water, but it does stop production of adult 


